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“ The young lady, just after  gr aduating, very cl ever, broad-minded; she'l l be a perfect scient ist. ”  

(PL) 

A Romanian girl from a primary school (and she  is not the only one),  sees a woman also as a manager: 

Thi s woman is the boss of the science department (lab) (RO) 

Two descriptions (f rom secondary schools, and not by chance)  reveal the  conscience of a possible 
inequality between genders in the research field, but the authors take it as a negative thing. A Polish girl 
has written: 

“ The lady scient ist  - ther e should be no woman di scrimi nat ion in thi s pr ofessi on.”  (PL) 

In the same class, a boy has stated: 

“ The young woman (the sci ence should be made by young, open-minded peopl e;  the 
development of natural sciences, physics and chemi stry is important).”  (PL) 

The triumph of chemistr y and the stereotypical image of a scientist 

The drawings in our  sample c lea rly reveal a 
stereotypica l representation, conventionally 
shared – and this is not casual – by comics, 
cartoons and many books for young readers, 
and also presented in f ilms and TV series: a 
sc ientist wear s a white coat (359 occurrences, 
about 33% of the  sample) and glasses (352 
drawings), works in a laboratory (322 
drawings, nea rly 30%) and dabbles with test 
tubes or mainly with liquids (cf.  figure  2). 
Hence, science appears primarily as an 
experimenta l activity (as confirmed by the 
analysis of the questionnaires) and the most 
drawn instruments are  those of chemistry, tha t 
appear in 392 drawings (about 36% of the 
sample). Even when children – many of them – 
only draw a scientist (without an environment), 
they a re shown wearing a white coat in nearly 
all cases and very frequently holding a test 
tube or a  backer. 

Very often the term ‘chemistry’ appears in the 
description of a drawing that does not show any 
evident “traces” of the discipline: by adding the 
drawings containing chemical instruments to those with a title referring to chemistry, the total number is 
489, nearly ha lf of the sample. 

 
Figur e 2. “The scientist trying to invent an element, 
thoughtful, surrounded by things he studies”. Poland.  

One cannot say that children do not know that sciences other than chemistry exist,  but probably this 
knowledge is too generic,  without any image or detail linked to it. When they have to denote science 
through a drawing, children do not have a vast repertoire to draw images from and use  chemica l 
instruments as symbols of sc ientif ic research. 

Aside from chemistry – which has a massive  representa tion, as shown – the rest of  science plays only 
an extra role: there is a group of drawings that somehow refer to the a rea of  the  study of living beings, as 
biology is explicitly mentioned or  the re are mainly scientists ana lysing plants and animals (114 drawings 
out of 1,102). 

 
 



























 Prácticas de Fabricación para Elaboradores, Importadores/ Exportadores de Medicamentos-BPF-(Disp. 2819/04 – 
Anexo VII Medicamentos Fitoterápicos). Es muy importante comprender que todos los Medicamentos Fitoterápicos 
deben ser registrados previamente antes de su comercialización. Deben presentar todos los requerimientos 
exigidos por la ANMAT para la Solicitud de inscripción de medicamentos fitoterápicos (Disp. N° 2673/99).
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